THE MUSEUM OF INDUSTRY SITE

You are standing in the landscape where

Nova Scotia’s coal industry was born. This map
indicates approximate locations of key buildings
and activities that were associated with our
pioneering coal mines, and shows their
relationship to the Museum of Industry site.

In 1827 England’s General Mining Association
imported colliery specialists and 200 tons of
equipment to open the province’s first deep

coal mine here at Albion Mines. Not far from

the rear of the Museum building, the Storr pits
were sunk 250 feet to the rich Foord coal seam.
‘When the mine was destroyed by explosion in
1839 the Bye pits were sunk 200 yards to their
west. Several of the operations associated with
this early industrial activity were located on
what is now the Museum site.

As technology improved, develop d
across today's Museum grounds. The Foord seam
pitches to the north, so successive shafts had

to go down farther to reach coal. The Bye pits

at 480 feet were the deepest until new, powerful
machinery enabled the Foord mine to be sunk

to 1000 feet in 1866. Embodying the epitome

of engineering for its time, the Foord was designed
to yield 1000 long tons (2240 pounds/ton) of coal
a day. By comparison, total production in the
preceding year from all three of the GMA’s
operations in Albion Mines was 203,325 tons.

All mines associated with our site produced
steadily but eventually ended in explosion.
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